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between the God-renewal and seasonal and vegetational
phenomena.
There is a natural inclination to confine astral or lunar
myths to these seasonal and vegetational analogies. In
so doing, however, we entirely lose sight of the fact that
a myth, like everything psychic, cannot be solely con-
ditioned by outer events. The psychic product brings
with it its own inner conditions, so that one might assert
with equal right that the myth is purely psychological
and merely uses the facts of meteorological or astronomical
processes as material for expression. The arbitrariness
and absurdity of so many of the primitive mythical
assertions make the latter version appear more frequently
applicable than any other,
The psychological point of departure for the god-
renewal corresponds with an increasing divergence in the
manner of application of psychic energy or libido. One
half of the libido moves towards a Promethean, while the
other towards an Epimethean, manner of application.
Such an opposition is, of course, a very great hindrance
not only in society but also in the individual. Hence the
optimum of life recedes more and more from the opposing
extremes, and seeks out a middle way, which must
necessarily be irrational and unconscious, just because
the opposites are rational and conscious.
Since the middle position, as a function of mediation
between the opposites, possesses an irrational character, it
appears projected in the form of a reconciling God, a
Messiah or Mediator. To our Western forms of religion,
which are still too primitive in matters of discernment or
understanding, the new possibility of life appears in the
figure of a God or Saviour, who, in his fatherly care and
love and from his own inner resolve, puts an end to the
division, in his own time and season, for reasons we are
not fitted to understand. The childishness of this coa-
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